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1. Tho following air activity and aircroft were obcorved at Cottbus airfield

Dbetween 16 Jammary and 13 February 1955:

16 and 17 January. Thero was no air activity.

18 Janmuary. Several take-offsc and landings werc nade by Yak-lle at
irregular intervals. Local individual flishts of 0 to 10 minutes duration
vere made at altitudes of 300 to 400 meterc. Two Yak-lls rade aerobatice
at an altitude of about 1,500 meter:.

19 Jam:_:z. Sevoral Yok-lls made local individual flighte and stunt flichte

as on the proceding day. Betweon 1545 and 1600, 4 Yak-1ls ap;roached the

field from the east a* an altitude of about 500 meters and at intervals

of 300 to 400 metorc. The airoraft landed individually. All of the aircraft

had red propeller hubg \ 25X1

20 January. Between 0000 and 0930, there was local flying by Yak-11ls. Air
activity was discontinued at 0930 because of snowfall.

21 January. Several Yak-lls with rod propollor hubs practiced looal flying.
Contrary to provious obcorvations, aircraft on this day instoad of their
usual flicht pattorn of circling to the left over the field, wore socen
circling to the right.

22 January. In addition to the usual local flichts, flights wore made by
elements of 2 Yak-lls. The take-offs and landings wore nade individually.

23 to 25 January. No air ac'ivity was obcerved.

26 January. Some Yak-10c practioced flying inelemonts of two. All take-offs
ad landings wore individually mede.

27 January, Sevoral Yak-lls nrocticad local individual flying. Sonme Yak-lls
nade aerobatics at an altitude of alout 2,000 metors. Sharp banks and
2 or 3 loops wore obcorved.

28 Januory. lostly formation by eloments of 2 and flichts of 3 Yak-lla

were obcerved. The distance between the individual ajroraft of somo
fornations was up to 100 moterc. Sore aircraft flew in close formation

with a distance of 1 wing apan. Trke-off:c and landings wore all individually
mpde. Other Yak-1lls made local flichts of 5 to 6 minutes duration at an
altitude of ebout 300 meters. At about 1845, 2 AIT-2s individually took off
and headed toward leuhausen. At about 1030, the 2 aircraft returned to the
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ficlé from the direction of lleuhausen.

2% January. At 0000, several Yak-lls individually took off, asserbled
in Jlornations of 2, 3 or 4, and pr.cticed formation flying in the
vicinity of the ficld for about 2C minutes duration. Aftor dispersing
the Cormation, all of the aircraft made one local flirht circlingc® the
richt and then landed individually. At about 1600, there was intensive
air activity.

3C and 31 January. No air activity wae obcorved.
1 Yebruary. Ghere was intonsive air activity in formations of 2 and 4 Yal:-1lc.

Two Yak-11c alternatoly mado corobatics, including loovs, turns and rolls
at an cltitudo of about 1,000 meters. All take-offs and landings wore

nade individually.

2 to [ Februory. Yakells again practiced flying in formations of 2, 3 and
4. They toolk off and landed individually.

5 to 7 Iebruaryr. I'o air activity was obscorved.

8 rcbruory. About 6 Yakells practiced flying individually oad in elemonto
of twc. The individual flishts over the field wore nade at an altitude
of about 300 meters and for 5 to 6 minutes duration. hem tho first
aircraft 1iftod off the ground, the noxt aircruft Legan to tale off.
After a loft bank, the two aircraft asserbled in a formation with a
distanco of one wing span, and flow at an altitudo of 300 to 200 metors
for about 15 mimutes. Thon the 2 aircraft landed individually and, after
an interval of about 10 mimutes, cnothor take-off wes mado in the same
nanngr. These practicos wore roneatod in tho viecinity of the field up
to 1600.

2 February. o air activity wac obcorved.

1C Tobruaxy. 4 total of 22 Yak-1lle were counted on the lending fiold in
the following arrangenent:

¢ Yal«1ls in {ront of the hancarsc

12 ¥Yal=1ls south of tho sastern end of tho runvway

4 Yol-1ls wore involved in air activity.

| An enbulance and tank truck were paried at tho tako-off noint
where a nan with a rod and a black flag was nootod. The 1ifted black
flag was the take-cff cirmal while the 1ifted red flag incicatod that
take-off ond landing wege prohibited.
4t about 0800, an ANT-2 denarted from tho ficld toward Neuhausen. At about
0835, 7 Yakells individually took off ~t irrosular intervals amd neda local
flichts for G to 8 rinutos at an altitude of avout 300 meters. The landing
aircraft rolled for 50 to 80 meters and then took off acain. This exorcise
was repeatod by ecch plane 3 or 4 times. Aftér the landing, a short
briefing was Leld at the take-off point, the crowe were exchanged and the
sane aircraft took off again after 10 ninmutos. Twoeman crews wore obcorved
in some aireraft. Flying was practiced umtil abdbout 1530.

11 Tebruary. Between 0900 and 1600, soveral Yak-1ls contiruously practiccd
local iucividual flying for about 5 nimutos and at ar altitude of about
300 nmotors. It wan noticed that all loecal flichis wore nade to the richit. -
The aircraft flew a wide bank before landing and approached the fiold

at low levol. This observation was not made during othor anproach flichts.

12 Tebruary. Detwoen 0900 and 1600, there wos intencive formation flying
by Yak-lls. Several flichts ia formations of 2 and 4, and o

V-fornatiops of about 10 aircraft were obgerved. The take-offe and
landings wore made individually and at intervals of about 1,000 retors.
The aircraft assembled while flying o wide loft banl. :jost of the Tlishts
were nede in the vicinity of the field, at an altitude of obout 400
neters, and for a duration of about 20 mimutes. Tho distanco between

the individual aireraft of onc formation was about 1 wing span. The

Approved For Release 2008/04/01 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500590008-1

25X1

25X1



2.

1.

Approved For Release 2008/04/01 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006500590008-1

aircraft nostly nrocticod 90-dogreoc tums. The loading aireraft
bLonked to the left, the circraft following also flew to the left
while loosing altitude then subsequontly recained thoir former
heicht. Tho epeed of all airoraft was slishtly reducoed. During

the oftornoon, Yak-lls individually practiced £liding at an angle

of about 45 degrees fron an altitude of TOC to £00 metors to about
1C0 moters. Thea the aircreft climbed at an on~le of 30 to 40 ldorrees
to their foruer altitude and subsoquently rodo anothor gliding flight
over tiho field. 3ach aircraft repeated tho exerciso 3 or A times
before 1nndinc

13 rolruary. o air activity was obgerved. 1

Louhangse Mmmmuwﬂ(c?)
The 3e-ponth treining courses for professional functionarios of the
G5T that were scheduled to be held at the central cohools in Trebbin,
Laucha, Wartin and Ballenstedt vore called off. Inotead, only short
air training cources amd mortly political -indoctrimetion courses
were 1:01d for non-profossional functionaries. According to tho
now work schodule of the CIT, tho 10 bLeot crews 6f spowtoren wore
.o unucrco inctruction at leuhesugson at loast once pes nonth, usually
Saturdogs or Sundays. TE4 smorismon wore dividoed dmto traiming
~-roupo cnd receivod technichl” trcinin;_ asvery socond Sunday from 10C0
to 1200 and fron 1400 to 1800. Tho glider siroraft for the CGOT wore
surplied fron Czoechosloval:ia a.d4 Toland. A dirocct telenhone line
was laid from Ileuhaugen airfinld to Cottbus oirfiold. 2

Corment. It is bolioved that two battalions of tho Cottdus
“Aeroclub cre otill astationod ad Cottbus airficld. Sinos nid-January
1955, thoere has been rorc intoneive treining activity Wy Yok-llo
vhich nade local flichts, crosc-soumtsy flicheo, fomu“on Tlicts
of up to 10 aircraft, aerobatios, cliding o8 cround
targotc at an angle of A5 dagroos ate. Wor the ‘h‘t tipe, 22 Yak-lls
were counted ot the field. It is assuned that the mupbor of Yak-ll
trainers was incronce? by the ropectodly obcerved crate shipmonts
wirich arrived in the Sovit Zone of Germamy. It is also poasible

that the Yakells were confuged with Ydel8D» sinos the reported
aircraft nunbers have praviously been confirned as Yal:=10 nunmbers

at Cottbus airfield. The omploynent of AlT=2 aircreft at HMeuhausen
airfield for parachuting prectices by flying nersonnol has previously
been confirmed.

Comment. A previous report stated that the mamufacture

for tho G5 in the Sovict Zomo of Gormany had boen cancellod.
\ » The divect tolophone line. fyom Heuhausen

airfield to Cottbus airfiold is rerortod for the first time.
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